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But although Reith was the B.B.C. and the B.B.C. w Reith, my chief dealings were with Mr. Bertie Chapman wl ran the Press Department. We reporters used to call it, pe haps unjustly, the Sup-Press Department. I say unjustly, f. certainly all its members did their best with utmost courts to help, but some higher officials were apt to be difficult.
Chapman's chief, the Director of Public Relations, was a energetic Canadian who had been a Rhodes scholar * Oxford and a flier in World War I—Major Gladstone Murray who also made himself most accessible. He was the myster man of the B.B.C., who will be remembered by the publi as the chief witness in the "Mongoose" libel case. Man tipped him as a possible successor to Reith. I caiiiic imagine a more violent contrast of personalities. Murra; had a keen, mischievous transatlantic sense of humoui always liable to break out in unexpected ways. His quic voice belied his ceaseless activity. Added to everything h' had a profound knowledge of the Press and had undoubtec influence in Fleet Street, where his good-natured fricndlincs; went down well. He was a formidable competitor in 11113 language, but Reith was the winner.
Chapman was joined presently by an assistant who hat also been a flier in World War I—one A. J. P. Hytch, ar ex-squadron leader who had fought against Richthofcu't circuses. He brought elan and gaiety to Press relationship and—holding shrewdness and humour in line balance—developed a news sense quicker than anybody I have evei met. Twenty years in the B.B.C. Press Department have not dimmed John Hytch's zest for life.
In my early days as a radio correspondent I soon realised that though Murray, Chapman and Hytch were all genuinely out to help, the Press Department which can please everybody participating in the jungle warfare of Fleet Street docs not exist. The "hand-out," giving an equal break to all, has infinitely less attractions than an exclusive obtained by lone-wolf methods. The Press Department also has to protect the interests of its own journals, such as the Radio Times and the Listener.
Nowadays, under the capable direction of Mr. Kenneth Adam, the Department takes a liberal view of its functions.